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	NEW CEO JOINS IFTF

This month sees Mark Oaten take up his new role as Chief Executive Officer of the International Fur Trade Federation. 

"I am very proud to be joining such a successful and historic trade. Although we are growing from strength to strength, there are plenty of issues throughout the world that I will need to focus on. It is also important that we do more to promote fur internationally. 

I served for thirteen years as a Member of Parliament in the UK and for four years on the Council of Europe, so I know how important effective lobbying can be. 

Over the last four weeks, I have had the chance to visit the Beijing Fair, Finnish Fur Sales an auction at Kopenhagen Fur, as well as hold meetings with EFBA in Brussels and visit Holland to discuss their current political situation. I am looking forward to meeting more members in the months ahead". 

COME JOIN US ON FACEBOOK

We are proud to announce that we now have a Facebook page. Our page launched at the very end of last year and so far we have 775 fur friends with the numbers steadily growing every day. We are delighted with this excellent start. We invite you to visit our page and join the fur debate. 

REMIX 2011 – TWICE THE SIZE, TWICE THE FUN!

The number of fur designers entering REMIX has doubled since last year with close to 60 designers putting forward their designs for the opportunity of winning either the REMIX International Design Award or the new Pimp My Coat category. 

This increased design student participation has also impacted on the number of designs being put forward for the special OA™ Award, which has seen a 50% growth in entries since it was introduced last year. Further news about the competition will follow in next month's bulletin. 

THE FUR TRADE GOES MOBILE


The fur trade's first ever iPhone app will be launched shortly and it has some really unique features. As a sneak preview we can share with you details about one of its functions. The app will allow users to search for the nearest OA™ stockists wherever they are in the world. The IFTF are currently in the process of inviting all signed up Approved OA™ Retailers and Manufacturers to submit their business details, including photographs so that their customers can easily find them. The App will be free to download.
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